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Dehradun : The month-
long nationwide move-
ment dedicated to pro-
moting nutrition and
community awareness —
Poshan Maah 2025 —
concluded today with a
grand ceremony at the
Himalayan Cultural
Centre in Dehradun,
Uttarakhand. The theme
for this year’s celebration
was “Healthy Women,
Empowered Families,”
highlighting women’s
health and family empow-
erment as the foundation
of India’s nutrition strate-
gy. Addressing the gather-
ing through a video mes-
sage, Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development Annapurna
Devi congratulated all
states and Union
Territories for their active
participation and efforts
during the campaign. She
emphasized that nutrition
is not a one-day event but a
continuous journey
towards building a healthy
and prosperous society
where every child is nour-
ished, every mother is
empowered, and every

family is healthy. Recalling
the words of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the
launch of the Poshan
Abhiyaan, she said, “Every
healthy woman, every
empowered family, and
every nourished childhood
forms the foundation of a
developed India.” The clos-
ing ceremony witnessed the
presence of Minister of State
for Women and Child
Development Savitri
Thakur, Uttarakhand’s
Minister for Women
Empowerment and Child
Development Rekha Arya,
and Uttarakhand’s Minister
for Rural Development and
Agriculture Ganesh Joshi,
along with senior officials
from both central and state
governments. In her address,
Savitri Thakur commended
the efforts of Anganwadi
workers and frontline teams
who transformed the
Poshan Abhiyaan from a
government scheme into a
people’s movement. She
noted that since its inception
in 2018, the campaign has
organized more than 1.4 bil-
lion community-based
activities, reinforcing the

vision of ensuring that every
child is nourished, every
mother is empowered, and
every community is
strengthened. She added that
nutrition is not just a pro-
gram but a national respon-
sibility — a culture that pro-
motes good health and sus-
tainable living. Additional
Secretary of the Ministry of
Women and Child
Development Love Agarwal
highlighted that since its
launch in 1975, the
Anganwadi Services Scheme
has evolved into one of the
world’s largest early child-
hood care and development
programs, serving over 90
million beneficiaries
through 1.4 million
Anganwadi centers. He
noted that 99.55 percent
Aadhaar authentication and
digital integration through
the Poshan Tracker have
enhanced transparency and
efficiency, while two lakh
Anganwadi centers are being
upgraded into modern,
child-friendly “Saksham”
centers equipped with smart
devices and growth moni-
toring tools. 

Patna : On the occa-
sion of World Trauma
Day, AIIMS Patna
organized a helmet dis-
tribution program on
Friday to raise aware-
ness about road safety
and the importance of
helmets in preventing
head injuries and fatal-
ities. During the event,
five trauma survivors
admitted to AIIMS

were selected through
a lucky draw, symboli-
cally emphasizing that
road safety is a shared
responsibility. The
names of all survivors
were placed in a box,
and a young child
drew five names. The
selected survivors’
families were then
presented with hel-
mets as a mark of
recognition. The hel-
mets were distributed

by AIIMS Patna’s
Executive Director Prof.
(Brigadier) Raju Agrawal,
Medical Superintendent
Prof. (Dr.) Anup Kumar,
and Head of Trauma
Surgery and Critical Care
Department Dr. Anil
Kumar. The beneficiaries
included Aman from Ara,
Devanshu from Nalanda,
Sanjay from Ara, Akshay
from Jehanabad, and
Virendra Das from
Motihari. The families

expressed their gratitude
and pledged to spread the
message of helmet safety
within their communities.
Dr. Anil Kumar, Head of
Trauma Surgery and
Critical Care, emphasized
the importance of road
safety and urged attendees
and survivors to promote
helmet use to as many
people as possible.
Executive Director Prof.
(Brigadier) Raju Agrawal
highlighted that wearing a
helmet is not merely a for-
mality but a life-saving
measure, adding that sim-
ple precautions like hel-
mets can significantly
reduce trauma-related
deaths and severe injuries.
Medical Superintendent
Prof. (Dr.) Anup Kumar
stressed the importance of
comprehensive road safety
measures, noting that
wearing a helmet alone is
not sufficient. 

Chennai, oct 18: Kolkata-
based state-owned UCO
Bank reported a 2.82 per
cent increase in net profit
to rs.620 crore for the sec-
ond quarter of the finan-
cial year 2025-26
(Q2FY26) from the rs.603
crore in the same period
last year. The bank’s asset
quality improved as gross
non-performing assets
(NPAs) declined to 2.56
per cent of gross advances
at the end of the second
quarter, from 3.18 per
cent a year ago. Similarly,
net NPAs, or bad loans,
declined to 0.43 per cent
from 0.73 per cent in the
year-ago period. The
Provision Coverage Ratio
stood at 96.99 per cent as
of September 2025.
Ashwani Kumar, UCO

Bank’s managing director
and chief executive offi-
cer, in the post results
press conference, said that
UCO Bank has been
awarded Runner-up for
the Best Performance on
Growth (Mid- Size Public
Sector bank) at the 3 rd
Emerging Asia Banking
Awards 2025, Organized
by the Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) The
Retail, Agriculture, and
MSME (RAM) segment
registered a year-on-year
growth of 22.87 per cent,
reaching rs.1,32,946 crore
as of September 30, 2025.
Within this segment,
retail advances grew by
25.40 per cent year-on-
year to rs.58,987 crore,
agriculture advances
increased by 17.28 per

cent to rs.31,650 crore,
and MSME advances rose
by 23.80 per cent to
rs.42,309 crore. The
bank’s net interest income
(NII) grew by 8.36 per
cent on Y-o-Y to rs.4936
crore for the half year
ended September 2025 as
against rs.4555 crore for
the half year ended
September 2024. Net
interest margin (NIM)-

global stood at 2.90 per
cent and domestic NIM at
3.08 per cent for the sec-
ond quarter. As on
September 30, UCO Bank
had a network of 3,322
domestic branches and 2
overseas branches each at
Hong Kong and
Singapore and 1
Representative Office in
Iran. Out of the total
branches, Bank has 2,037
(61 per cent) branches in
rural & semi-urban areas.
Bank has 2,607 ATMs and
11,108 BC Points making
the total number of
17,040 touch points. The
bank’s business per
employee improved to
rs.25.17 crore as on
September 2025 as against
rs.22.10 crore for the same
period of preceding year.

UCO Bank Q2FY26 results: Net profit

increases 2.82% to Rs. 620 crore Danapur : ASG Eye
Hospital, a leading eye care
institution committed to
“Only the Best” in vision
health, has announced a
special initiative for the
Diwali season to raise
awareness about eye safety.
Considering the increased
risk of firecracker-related
accidents, the hospital is
offering free consultations
and necessary surgeries for
children under 15 years of
age who may suffer eye
injuries during the festive
period. This service will be
available at all ASG Eye
Hospital centers from
October 15 to 24, 2025.
To ensure accessible and
high-quality care, patients
will only need to bear costs
related to pharmacy, anes-
thesia, and optical services.
During a press briefing, Dr.
Aditya Prakash, Dr.

Priyanka Prajapat, and Dr.
Mahboob Alam highlight-
ed that the initiative under-
scores ASG Eye Hospital’s
commitment to communi-
ty welfare, a safe Diwali cel-
ebration, and prevention of
vision damage among chil-
dren. They advised several
safety measures to prevent
eye injuries during the fes-
tival, including wearing
protective eyewear such as

safety glasses or goggles
when handling or near
firecrackers, maintaining a
safe distance of 5–6 meters
while igniting firecrackers,
and using open, spacious
areas away from flamma-
ble materials and crowds.
Children should always be
supervised while handling
fireworks, and they should
not be allowed to handle or
ignite firecrackers without

adult supervision. 
The press event was
attended by Dr. Piyush
Khetan, Dr. Zeeshan
Jameel, Dr. Pankaj Jha,
Rajeev Ranjan,
Deepnarayan, Gaurav
Kumar Sinha, and other
staff members, emphasiz-
ing the hospital’s focus on
child safety and vision pro-
tection during Diwali cele-
brations.

ASG Eye Hospital Launches Awareness Campaign

for Children Ahead of Diwali Fireworks

Helmet Distribution Program at AIIMS Patna to

Promote Road Safety and Head Injury Prevention

8th National Nutrition Month 2025

Concludes in Dehradun: A Celebration

of Nutrition and Empowerment

The ceremo-
ny also fea-
tured the felic-
itation of
P o s h a n
Champions
and Mission
S h a k t i
Champions.
Throughout
September,
more than
140 million
community-
based activi-
ties were car-
ried out across
six thematic
pillars —
addressing
chi ldhood
o b e s i t y ,
strengthening
infant and
young child
feeding prac-
tices, promot-
ing early
chi ldhood
care and edu-
cation, engag-
ing men in
nutrition.


